1920s
The Mood of Britain 

War and the major disasters have always increased the speed of change dramatically and created acceptance of culture changes that were once unthinkable. During the Great War of 1914-1918, fashion came to a stand-still. It was a time of uniforms and drab functional clothes even though fashion in other parts of the world continued. 

By the 1920s many young people had been made old by the horrors of war. Young men who were 18 years of age had seen the realities of trench warfare. Women who had acted as nurses had seen horrific injuries and mental suffering that shocked them. Ironically out of the war came medical progress in the field of cosmetic and plastic surgery. It made for a general feeling that life was short and should be enjoyed. The war also broke down longstanding class barriers. The break was subtle, but the erosion had begun.
Industry

Most Americans were unconcerned about the dark side of life. They were too busy enjoying the prosperity of the 1920s. American industry had expanded during the Great War, resulting in the creation of weapons, uniforms, equipment, etc. This expansion continued after the war, helped by America’s massive reserves of raw materials and by high tariffs (import duties on foreign goods). Tariffs made foreign goods dearer, so American goods were bought. Some industries were also given subsidies (cash support), which increased their profits. This resulted in a BOOM in the economy (economic expansion).
Consumer Goods

The greatest boom was in consumer goods (cars, refrigerators, radios, cookers, telephones etc.). Ordinary people were encouraged through advertising to buy these goods and many could now afford what had been luxuries before the war. One reason was that they earned slightly higher wages because of the boom. Another reason was that the growth of hire purchase meant that people could spread the cost over months, even years. But the main reason was that goods had become cheaper (in 1908, the average cost of a car was $850, and in 1925 the average cost of a car was $290). This was because of “mass production” methods used to produce many consumer goods. 

Mass Production

The new economy provided consumer goods for the masses and began to market entertainment as leisure increased. Techniques of mass production and mass advertising changed people’s outlooks. The introduction of the Penguin Paperback book encouraged people to read and self improve. Magazines disseminated knowledge to women who had gained a new independence after the war years.

Assembly lines were built in factories and each worker concentrated on one small job only. The most famous example of this method was Henry Ford’s factory which was fully automated (many of the jobs done by machines). Because of mass production and automation one Model T car was produced every ten seconds.  Mass marketing meant that the wireless and gramophone soon reached ordinary households. People began to make their own judgements listening to entertainment, music, news, and current affairs.

Demand for Consumer Goods

Distributive trades began to thrive as the demand for products like cereals, household goods, and ready-made clothing grew. Women wanted factory made dresses in similar styles to those seen on film stars.

Women

The position of women in Britain was changing. In 1918 after the war ended, women over 30 were given the right to vote if they were householders. By 1928, all women over 21 were given the right to vote. Even so, a patronising attitude toward women still existed and women were in some circles still regarded as the decorative appendages of men with no other purpose but to bear children.
Slowly, women were breaking down old attitudes. The war had given ordinary working women an alternative to domestic employment. They found they liked working the land, in factories and on buses. By 1939 married women, unless exceptionally poverty-stricken, did not go out to work. British school teachers had to give up their teaching career once married. Society accepted the working spinster, but not the working wife.

Music

In the 1920s ragtime developed into jazz and young people flocked to dance halls and jazz clubs. Inventions such as the gramophone and the crystal radio began to be mass marketed and instant music helped to popularize dance worldwide. Dance-mad young people danced at home, at afternoon tea dances, and at evening dance palaces and even later at night clubs.

The Flapper
In the 1920s, women who did the Charleston were called “Flappers” because of the way they would flap their arms and walk like birds while doing the Charleston. Many Collegiates of the period, predominantly the men, wore Racoon Coats and Straw Hats. The Charleston changed many things in the dance community, namely dance.  The term “flapper” first appeared in Great Britain after World War I. It was used to describe young girls, still somewhat awkward in movement who had not yet entered womanhood. 

The Flapper Image

The Flappers’ image consisted of drastic, to some, shocking changes in women’s clothing and hair. Nearly every article of clothing was trimmed down and lightened in order to make movement easier.

It is said that girls “parked” their corsets when they were to go dancing. The new, energetic dances of the Jazz Age required women to be able to move freely, something the “ironsides” didn’t allow. Replacing the pantaloons and corsets were underwear called “step-ins”.

The outer clothing of flappers is even still extremely identifiable. This look, called “garcon” (little boy”, was instigated by Coco Chanel. To look more like a boy, women lightly wound their chest with strips of cloth in order to flatten it. The waits of flapper clothes were dropped to the hipline. She wore stockings, made of rayon starting in 1923, which the flapper often wore rolled over a garter belt.

Bobbed Hair

Another very obvious fashion feature of this time period was “bobbed” hair. It was first introduced in America during and just after the First World War and was popularized by society dancer Irene Castle. In 1914, she stunned impressed fashionable New York by appearing in a show with bobbed hair. She had acquired it on a European tour where she’d seen fashionable Parisians wearing it.
The impact of bobbed hair and all it was felt to represent was enormous. The popular media of the time is filled with jokes, stories, cartoons, songs, theatrical skits, newspaper articles and short movies about bobbed hair.

For many in the late 20th and early 21st century, the late 1920s actress Louise Brooks is felt to epitomize the look, although it had been in the popular consciousness for almost a decade before she became known.

As the decade reached its end, fashion started to revert to a longer silhouette, and waist lines started to make a tentative appearance. The fabrics and cut clung more closely to the body, foreshadowing the bias cuts of the 30s. The look we regard as the “Flapper” look only lasted about 3 years, from 1925-1928. By 1928, high fashion had drifted onward, but the look of the flapper lives on in popular consciousness. 
Dance

As Rag Time music evolved into Swing through the 1920s, new dances such as the Charleston, the Shimmy, and the Black Bottom became popular. The Charleston was said to have originated in Cape Verde. 

1940’s

The 1940's were dominated by World War II. European artists and intellectuals fled Hitler and the Holocaust, bringing new ideas created in disillusionment. War production pulled us out of the Great Depression. Women were needed to replace men who had gone off to war, and so the first great exodus of women from the home to the workplace began. Rationing affected the food we ate, the clothes we wore, the toys with which children played. 

After the war, the men returned, having seen the rest of the world. No longer was the family farm an ideal; no longer would blacks accept lesser status. The GI Bill allowed more men than ever before to get a college education. Women had to give up their jobs to the returning men, but they had tasted independence. 

Film & Television

The forties were the heyday for movies. The Office of War declared movies an essential industry for morale and propaganda. Most plots had a fairly narrow and predictable set of morals, and if Germans or Japanese were included, they were one-dimensional villains. Examples are Casablanca, Best Years of our Lives, and Citizen Kane, not fitting the template, was one of the masterpieces of the time. Leading actors were Humphrey Bogart, Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant, Bette Davis, Judy Garland, Ginger Rogers, Marlon Brando, Marilyn Monroe, and Elizabeth Taylor. Walt Disney's career began to take off, with animated cartoons such as Fantasia (1940), Dumbo (1941), and Bambi (1942). 

Music

At the beginning of the decade, Big Bands dominated popular music. Glenn Miller and Benny Goodman led some of the more famous bands. Eventually, many of the singers with the Big Bands struck out on their own. Bing Crosby's smooth voice made him one of the most popular singers, vying with Frank Sinatra. Dinah Shore, Kate Smith and Perry Como also led the hit parade. Be-Bop and Rhythm and Blues, grew out of the big band era toward the end of the decade. 

Radio

Radio was the lifeline for Americans in the 1940's, providing news, music and entertainment, much like television today. Programming included soap operas, quiz shows, children's hours, mystery stories, fine drama, and sports. Like the movies, radio faded in popularity as television became prominent. Many of the most popular radio shows continued on in television, including Red Skelton, Abbott and Costello, Jack Benny, Bob Hope, and Truth or Consequences. 

Fashion
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Silhouette     In the first half of the decade, a trim waist and hips were contrasted with a broad chest and women's shoulder pads became a must.  Hair was curled or rolled and shoulder-length or slightly longer.  After the New Look debuted in 1947, shoulders sloped, waists cinched, and hips spread as far as they liked.

Common Designs
· The fitted jacket-and-skirt suit, with a peplum to the hip 

· One- and two-fabric day dresses with 3- or 4-sided squarish curved necklines, the bust shaped by soft gathers above or below, and sometimes swags or drapery on the skirt 

· Lace and taffeta eveningwear with assymetric, bouffant styling 

· Cap-sleeved cotton or rayon blouses and matching tap-style shorts or wide-leg pants for recreation 

Hemlines Day and Night     For day, just below the knee was standard, but some dresses fell to mid-calf.  At night, at least ankle-length was necessary except for the cocktail hour.

The Latest Fads    Hats of every shape and size were fashionable, and was a style that began in the previous decade.  Shoulder pads occasionally reached wide, pointy, or hollowed proportions.  Hot items were alligator accessories, platform shoes, and marten stoles (long fox-like animals strung together).

Icons

The forties are pretty well defined by World War II. US isolationism was shattered by the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor.  Returning GI's created the baby boom, which is still having repercussions on American society today. Although there were rumors, it was only after the war ended that Americans learned the extent of the Holocaust. Realization of the power of prejudice helped lead to Civil Rights reforms over the next three decades.

Women

Working mothers, combined with another new phenomenon, the refrigerator, led to the invention of frozen dinners. With the advent of television later in the decade, they became known as TV Dinners. Tupperware and aluminum foil eased the postwar housewives' burden, and diners, originally horse drawn carriages with a couple of barstools, became a stationary, respectable staple of the postwar culture. The Slinky was invented by a ship inspector in 1945. Teenagers became a recognized force in the forties. With the men off to war, teenagers - boys and girls - found employment readily available, and so had money to spend. Seventeen magazine was established in 1944. Advertisement began to be aimed at teens. With fathers away and mothers at work, another new phenomenon arose - the juvenile delinquent. 

Dance

In popular dancing, the Jitterbug made its appearance at the beginning of the decade. It was the first dance in two centuries that allowed individual expression. GI's took the dance overseas when they to war, dancing with local girls, barmaids, or even each other if necessary.  What a strange but unique name … The Jitterbug! Nearly all people attribute Cab Calloway (1907-1994) as coining the term. However, he was not the one. As you will see, Harry Alexander White who was also known as "Father White" by his peers coined the term "Jitterbug." 

Calloway's trumpeter, Edwin Swayzee, overheard Mr. White using the term "Jitterbug," which apparently was unheard of during this period. Swazee wrote the song entitled "The Jitterbug" for Cab Calloway after hearing White's use of the word. Calloway recorded the song in January 1934, which made it a household name. Sooo … White coined it, Swazee used it, and Calloway made it famous. Incidentally, the very first song written for the movie "Wizard of Oz" (1938) was the song titled "Jitterbug" as well. (July/1938 Keen Magazine.)

Jazz Lingo played an important part as well (Daddy-O, Icky, Reefer, Hep-Cat, etc.) and was big during the Jazz era. Here are some of its stories:

1) One description is that it meant a man or women, suffering from alcoholic or drug nerves.

2) Another story has the word associated to the English word "Bugger or Bugging"

3) Some of the stories were comical, such as; the dancers looked like jitterbugs - (?) because they bounced. 
So, whatever the original intent of the word may have been, it is now, to be known as a dance.

Jitterbug was a slang or umbrella term for what we call "Swing dancing" today. The term Jitterbug initially enveloped all styles of swing. Depending on what City or State you came from and what year you danced in. Each variant of swing that was danced was called the Jitterbug.  The W.W.II and the U.S.O. spread the Jitterbug all over the World.

So if you "Swing Dance," whatever style it may be … You are a Jitterbug, "Believe it … or Not!"

1950’s

Life in the 1950’s

The end of World War II brought thousands of young servicemen back to America to pick up their lives and start new families in new homes with new jobs. With an energy never before experienced, American industry expanded to meet peacetime needs. Americans began buying goods not available during the war, which created corporate expansion and jobs.  Growth everywhere.  The baby boom was underway. 
Education

During the fifties, American education underwent dramatic and, for some, world shattering changes. Until 1954, an official policy of " separate but equal " educational opportunities for blacks had been determined to be the correct method to insure that all children in America received an adequate and equal education in the public schools of the nation. In 1954, Chief Justice Earl Warren and other members of the Supreme Court wrote that separate facilities for blacks did not make those facilities equal according to the Constitution. Integration was begun across the nation In 1957, Elizabeth Eckford was the first black teenager to enter then all-white Little Rock Central High School ,Little Rock, Arkansas. Although integration took place quietly in most towns, the conflict at Central High School in Little Rock was the first of many confrontations in Arkansas which showed that public opinion on this issue was divided.

Fads & Fashion

Fifties clothing was conservative. Men wore gray flannel suits and women wore dresses with pinched in waists and high heels. French fashion designers such as Dior, Channel and Givenchy were popular and copied in America. Families worked together, played together and vacationed together at family themed entertainment areas like national parks and the new Disneyland. Gender roles were strongly held, girls played with Barbie dolls, boys with Roy Rogers and Davy Crockett paraphernalia.  Drive-in movies became popular for families and teens. Cars were seen as an indicator of prosperity and cool-ness. Highways were built to take people quickly from one place to another, by-passing small towns and helping to create central marketing areas or shopping malls.

Fashion successes were Bill Blass and his blue jeans, poodle skirts made of felt and decorated with sequins and poodle appliques, pony tails for girls, and flat tops and crew cuts for guys. Teenagers were defined as a separate generation and were represented by James Dean who wore blue jeans in Rebel Without a Cause and created a fashion and attitude sensation.  Fad hits with kids were toys like hula hoops and Hopalong Cassidy guns and western gear, Davy Crockett coon skin hats and  silly putty . 

Music

When the 1950's are mentioned, the first type of music to come to most people's minds is  rock 'n roll .  Developed from a blend of Southern blues and gospel music with an added strong back beat, this type of music was popular with teenagers who were trying to break out of the mainstream conservative American middle class mold.  Popular artists such as Bill Haley, Elvis Presley, and Jerry Lee Lewis  were promoted on radio by just as popular disc-jockeys (DJ's) like Alan Freed .  The influence of these early rockers has been felt in popular music worldwide. 

Television

Perhaps the most far reaching change in communications worldwide was the advancement in the area of television broadcasting.  During the 1950's, television became the dominant mass media as people brought television into their homes in greater numbers of hours per week than ever before.  In the early fifties, young people watched TV more hours than they went to school, a trend which has not changed greatly since that time.  What was portrayed on television became  accepted as normal.   The ideal family, the ideal schools and neighborhoods, the world, were all seen in a way which had only partial basis in reality.  People began to accept what was heard and seen on television because they were "eye witnesses" to events as never before (live TV) .  The affect on print news media and entertainment media was felt in lower attendance at movies and greater reliance on TV news sources for information.  And then, in 1954, black and white broadcasts became color broadcasts. 

Shows called " sitcoms " like  The Honeymooners ,  Lassie, Father Knows Best,  The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet , and  I Love Lucy  featured popular characters whose lives thousands of viewers watched and copied.  Families enjoyed variety shows like Disneyland  and  The Ed Sullivan Show   on Sunday evenings.  Daytime programs like Guiding Light,  "soap operas" were popular and helped advertisers sell many products to the homemakers of America.  
1960’s

Life in the 1960’s

The sixties were the age of youth, as 70 million children from the post-war baby boom became teenagers and young adults.  The movement away from the conservative fifties continued and eventually resulted in revolutionary ways of thinking and real change in the cultural fabric of American life.  No longer content to be images of the generation ahead of them, young people wanted change. Many of the revolutionary ideas which began in the sixties are continuing to evolve today.  

Education

During the sixties, college campuses became centers of debate and scenes of protest more than ever before.  Great numbers (statistics) of young adults, baby boomers, reaching military draft age (selective service) and not yet voting age (minimum voting age did not become 18 until 1971), caused a struggle which played out on many campuses as the country became more involved in the Vietnam War. 

Fads & Fashion

Youth predominated the culture of the 1960's.  The post World War II Baby Boom had created 70 million teenagers for the sixties, and these youth swayed the fashion, the fads and the politics of the decade. California surfers took to skateboards as a way to stay fit out of season, and by 1963, the fad had spread across the country.   Barbie dolls, introduced by Mattel in 1959, became a huge success in the sixties, so much so that rival toy manufacturer Hasbro came up with G. I. Joe, 12 inches tall and the first action figure for boys.  Another doll, the troll or Dammit doll (named for it's creator, Joseph Dam) was a good luck symbol for all ages.   Slot cars overtook toy trains in popularity.

The 1960's began with crew cuts on men and bouffant hairstyles on women.  Men's casual shirts were often plaid and buttoned down the front, while knee-length dresses were required wear for women in most public places.  By mid-decade, miniskirts or hot pants, often worn with go-go boots, were revealing legs, bodywear was revealing curves, and women's hair was either very short or long and lanky.  Men's hair became longer and wider, with beards and moustaches.  Men's wear had a renaissance.  Bright colors, double-breasted sports jackets, polyester pants suits with Nehru jackets, and turtlenecks were in vogue.  By the end of the decade, ties, when worn, were up to 5" wide, patterned even when worn with stripes.  Blacks of both genders wore their hair in an afro. 

Music

In 1960, Elvis returned to the music scene from the US Army, joining the other white male vocalists at the top of the charts Jerry Lee Lewis, Paul Anka, Del Shannon and Frankie Avalon. America, however, was ready for a change.  The Tamla Motown Record Company came on the scene, specializing in black rhythm and blues, aided in the emergence of female groups such as Gladys Knight and the Pips, the Supremes, and Aretha Franklin, as well as some black men, including Smoky Robinson, James Brown, Jimi Hendrix, and theTemptations.  Bob Dylan helped bring about a folk music revival.  The Beach Boys began recording music that appealed to high schoolers.  The Beatles, from England, burst into popularity with innovative rock music that appealed to all ages. 

Television & Radio

Radio continued to be the primary means of listening to music.  The major development was a change from primarily AM to FM.  Radio was supplemented by American Bandstand, watched by teens from coast to coast.  They not only learned the latest music, but how to dance to it.  When Chubby Checker introduced the twist on the show in 1961, a new craze was born, and dancing became an individual activity.  The  Mashed Potato, the Swim, the Watusi, the Monkey and the Jerk followed the Twist, mimicking their namesakes.  Each new dance often lasted for just a song or two before the next one came along.  For those who preferred watching the dancers, Go-go girls, on stages or in bird cages, danced above the crowd. 

Television offered the second prime time cartoon show,  the Flintstones , in 1960.  (The first was Rocky and his Friends in 1959.)  It appealed to both children and adults and set off a trend that included  Alvin & the Chipmunks , the Jetsons , and Mr. Magoo.  The  Andy Griffith Show  was the epitome of prime time family television, and ran for most of the decade.  The Beverly Hillbillies  heralded the rise of the sitcom.  The supernatural and science fiction blended in many of the popular shows, including  Bewitched,  The Addams Family, I Dream of Jeannie, Star Trek, and the Twilight Zone. 
